
Tornio Valley Whitefish
- The river of the whitefish and traditional 
whitefish fishing

The Torne, also known as the Tornio 
(Finnish: Tornionjoki, Swedish: Torne älv, 
Torneälven, Northern Sami: Duortneseatnu,  
Meänkieli: Tornionväylä), is a river in northern 
Sweden and Finland. For approximately 
half of its length it contains the border  
between these two countries. It rises at 
Lake Torne (Swedish: Torneträsk) near 
the border with Norway and flows generally 
southeast for a distance of 522 kilometres 
(324 mi) into the Gulf of Bothnia. It is the larg-
est river in Norrbotten both by length and by 
watershed area, and the largest unchained 
river in Europe.

Dipnetting is the most primitive fishing method 
from an ethnological perspective in Tornio 
Valley. The Torne dipent is a relic of the 
Middle Ages, the 13th and 14th century, that 
is still in use. There may have been dipnet-
ting even before that, but we can trace signs 
of today’s dipnet fishing culture at least that far back. Dipnetting is done in rapids and 
places where rivers flow strongly. The oldest catch potholes have been in 
use for a very long time. 

Dragnet fishing is the other of the traditional methods we document. Documen-
tation of the river rapid area fishing methods does not only include the method 
and history, but we also share useful information and guidelines on how to 
make your own dipnet, how to construct a ‘krenkku’ which is a wooden pier or 
bridge that enables fishermen to get close enough to dipnetting places, how to 
make food etc. 

The whitefish and community

During the 1900’s fishing was still a significant part of the income in Tornio Valley. 
Even though the situation is now different, the summer whitefish is a topic of 
small talk, a source of disputes and identity. It unites people in form of food, 
income, social activity and recreation, and interests’ visitors. 

The project uses a variety of methods in involvement of the community in the 
project activities as well. Courses, events, documentation of traditions and 
transforming information to the next generation and other target groups is 
a joint effort of the Tornio Valley, and strengthen the cultural identity of people.

Research and whitefish

The project produces more knowledge of the early ascending whitefish in the 
Torne river, which hopefully leads to more migration, habitat and stock production, and 
better-regulated fish stock. Community involvement is important for research 
activities as well as for tradition: the fishermen assist in catching the fish and 
return the tags for research group. The fish ascend to river in July-August to 
spawn in October and the eggs hatch in May. Whitefish larvae and fry outmigrate 
from river during summer. Community takes action in fostering whitefish

Before the whitefish project was initiated, local people got worried as the 
ascending whitefish appeared in the river almost one month later than 30 years 
ago, and it’s size was also remarkably smaller. The preparation of the project 
has been carried out by over 200 volunteers lead by Prosiika ry, including fisher-
men, inhabitants, businesses and experts. The objectives are to 

1. strengthen the attractiveness of the unique traditional fishing culture in Tornio  
 Valley and 

2. enhance the better conditions for the Torne river whitefish population and its  
 sustainable management. 

As the Torne River mainly follows the country border of Finland and Sweden, 
the cross-border partnership and joint activities are in the core of imple-
mentation. Not only learning from each other’s in a multidisciplinary setting, but 
also utilizing common resources and involving communities from both countries 
brings a lot of benefit. The two projects have common steering group including 
members from Sweden and Finland, and common information and communi-
cation activities. All main events have interpretation in Swedish and Finnish, 
and material is printed in both languages. Moreover, every now and then, 
the traditional dialect of the Tornio Valley, “Meänkieli”, finds its way to the 
stories and combines the two languages in a unique way.

The whitefish and the living fishing culture of Torneriver – 
the border river between Finland and Sweden

A dipnet with a long handle is used to catch whitefish. It is sort of an extension of the 
arm, and dipnetting can be considered a soft fishing method concerning the fish. The whitefish project includes two projects: Tornio Valley Summer Whitefish, cultural 

heritage; and Tornio Valley Summer Whitefish, nature. Interreg North (European 
Regional Development fund) finances around 65% of the 1,3 m€ projects.

Contact information
Lapland University of Applied Sciences, Finland, eila.seppanen@lapinamk.fi

Cultural heritage: 
City of Tornio, Finland jarno.niskala@tornio.fi
City of Haparanda, Sweden pia.suonvieri@haparanda.se

Nature:
Natural Resources Institute (Luke), Finland erkki.jokikokko@luke.fi
County Administrative Board of Norrbotten, Sweden andreas.broman@lansstyrelsen.se
Tornedalens folkhögskola, Sweden rolf.lahti@tornedalen.se

ProSiika ry (Pro whitefish association) markku@vaaraniemiconsulting.fi 

In cooperation with more than 50 regional fishing associations, village associations, 
businesses, municipalities and other actors like museums and non-profit organisations. 

Mimmi & mobile, whitefish is online.

Schoolchildren learn about fish in an authentic environment. 

kesasiika.wordpress.com

Most of the methodological tips are collected from the fishermen.

Egg pumping in February 2017

Annual whitefish festival at the end of 
July. Celebration can last 3 days.

Whitefish is nutritious food, and tradi-
tional cooking tips make your mouth 
watering!

During the winter, many of the fishermen 
make their own dipnets

Whitefish dealing in 1980


